Virginia

The purpose of the
Virginia Horse
Councll is to pro-
mote and improve
the horse industry in

Virginia.

The membership
and the Board of
Directors represent
all breeds and all

disciplines.
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From the President...

As 2009 draws to an end, it through the years. It is credited One of
seems appropriate to reflect on with providing the foundation the majorf
the past year. for much of our success with improve-

. the Virginia legislative process. ments oz
Al l in all, I &&t mem-

year for the VHC, with approxi- ~ The VHC teamed with the .\ 0P
mately 100 new members join. Library of Virginia and the State in the areo
ing the association and a year fi Fair of Virginia to hold a Re- ¢ . .. -

of activities. ception for the State Legislators nications BN

VHC celebratedHistory on last January. This
Horsebackwith two educational The Annual Meeting and We
Trail Rides. The one at Stratforc Seminar were highly successful,0n ,
Hall featured the history of an offering an interesting educa- website _
American Revolutionary war tional ~experience. The VHC Www.virginiahorsecouncil.org
hero, signers of the Declaratior also ran a youth track at the to keep you abreast of what
of Independence, and Ger annual meeting. was going on. Starting now, you

Robert E. Lee. The second Tra ) will receive a quarterly Virginia.
Ride. held at Pocahontas Stai, ¢ Were a presence in the Horse Council Newsletter. The

o halls of the General Assembly as - i ;
Park, was highlighted by demor \ o™ o™ a¢” watch dogs ¥0r website will continue to be a
strations performed by Native ... great source of information, but
legislation that affected our py combining these two we
o o industry. hope to enhance our abilities to
The Legislative Trail Ride a 0o forward to 2010, we inform our membership about
Smith Mt. Lake offered the legis |, plans in place to make developing issues.
lators and their families the op- improvements where needed
portunity to experience first and at the same time continue

hand lthe Jtog of h(érsfrsl' ;—h'f the programs that serve our
annual event has made thé NOrs ., o hars and our industry so

industry many legislative friend
y v €9 well.

Americans.

Sally Lamb

VHC To Host 2010 Annual Meeting and Seminar

The Virginia Horse Council industry. The sessions will run outstanding service to the Va.
will host its Annual Meeting and concurrently allowing attendees equine industry will also be
Educational Seminar at Colonie to mix and match topics accord- presented.

Downs in New Kent, Va., on ing to their individual interests. Overnight accommodations
Saturday, March 13, 2010, fron Back by popular demand is the are available at the Holiday Inn,
8:00 am to 4:30 pm. youth track offering a variety of 445 International Center Dr.
. ) hands on equine learning activi Sandston, Va. 86236-1111

. ; The VHC will hold its annual ence attendees!
SeF"?‘ratf] tr?(;]l;s to_l_nclude trl?lls meeting and election of officers Registration and detailed
gqume ealt nutrltlon, market- for 2010 during lunch; VHC agenda to be available in January
ing and 0hot 't (awards for achievement fo® on the website.




From the Virginia

8 Merry Christmas
g and a
Happy New Year!

Hor s e

Peg Childress Photography

Peg Childress Photography

Va. Tech to Develop New Equine Education Program

OAccording to
the 2006 The Va. Tech College of Agri- ar ea of equi ne
culture and Life Sciences has The semestetong experience
Va. Equine announced plansto create @ | i’ noree students in an envi-

new equine education program

at the Middleburg Agricultural

S U V &Y € Researchand Extension Centef

(MARE Center) located in Mid-

ronment filled with horses. This
xperience will not only prepare
students for positions in the
equine industry, but will also

pleased that the emphasis will
be on the management and
research needs of sport
horsedi those used in event-
ing, dressage, and showing
and applicable to all other
breeds and

Counci
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there are dleburg, Va. provide them life skills, as the gﬂda\,tir;wgffgﬁ;né%bz? and
An undergraduate student students will need to work as - .
A . . . i ) . former medical editor of Equus
215,000 learning experience in equine part of a cohesive unit during Magazine added o T
. . sciences will serve as the cor- their stay at the center. at the center will benefit every ,
equines In nerstone for the teaching pro- Along with the normal demand ~ horse and horse person, from a
gram at the center. In addition, : hil db t ot
- Virginia Tech will relocate its required by a structured cur- cht - 0s pe Lo
V|rg|n|a_ riculum, students will be ex- horse. This expansion provides
world-class group of sport L .
horse mares from Blacksburg pected to participate in all as-  the horses and programs es-
Th | f ) ; pects of the daily operation of a  sential to achieving excellence
e value O to Middleburg, adding to the ; ; in both ; . d
band of horses in residence at large scale equine breeding, n DO eqUIne ScIence an
Il th show, and sales facility. Addi-  education, anc~i adds to the
all the the center. tionally, students will be ableto | aymands wunderstand
) ) OWe ar e extr e mpdrtigipate x indegthesdmmer marvel ous ani mal
eqguines Is about the opportunity to ex-  internship programs as well as a .
(J/f_ind theT eqﬁige Programs at - study abroad course. gb_c’”t M'dd'eb”;g AREC .
irginia Tech by taking fu . . ituate at the ea
$1'65 advantage of the facilities and gr(-)rg:lar?] ang Ithfe fpr?)grra(ran no:‘:- "horse country, the MARE cen-S
billio location of the MARE Center. fered in Blacksburg will be the ter is one of Virgi

Providing a novel, cuttingdge
learning experience in equine
education is consistent with the
high ideals and standards al-

ARECs. Philanthropist Paul
Mellon donated the 42@crea
farm in 1949 to establish the
Virginia Tech research hub

amount of experimental learning
that will be demanded of those
enrolled in the program. This is

ready set by the university. The
MARE Center already plays a
critical rol e
discovery and outreach func-
tions, and this addition en-
hances Virgini
ment to the education of to-
morrowds | eade
Gerrard, head of the Depart-
ment of Animal and Poultry
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The VHC wishes to thank Peg Childress for the use of her photos. wwwprintroom.com

2009 VHC Annual Meeting & Seminar

The 2009 VHC Annual Meeting
and Educational Seminar was a
day of learning and fun for all!
The Seminar was held on
March 7th at the Blue Ridge
community College Plecker
Center in Weyers Cave. Events
of the day included many give-
aways, 3 drawings for $100.00
gas cards, a silent auction, live
horse demonstration, a sepa-
rate youth track and 3 rotating
educational tracks focusing on
health, trail information and
emerging issues in the horse

industry.

The day started with keynote
speaker Rick Potts whose
topic, OEngagi:
as Emerging Leaders in the
Equestrian Comi
inspiring and informative to all.
Rick is the Chief of Conserva-
tion and Outdoor Recreation

for the National Park Service.
Health sessions focused on
Acupuncture, Chiropractics,

and Saddle Fitting. Trail ses-
sions covered the results of the

VHC Trail Tourism Survey, the
Virginia Statewide Trails Plans
and Equestrian projects, Build-
ing and Maintaining Trails and
Forest Protection, and Trail
Access for All Users. The
emerging issues section cov-
ered the Unwanted Horse,
Horse Businesses and the IRS,
Horse Keeping in Tough Times
and an Update on NAIS. The
Seminar was attended by 130
equine enthusiasts both VHC
members and nonmembers.
Over lunch, the VHC Annual
Meeting was held at which the
2009 Slate of Officers was
nominated and approved by the
membership. The Slate in-
cluded: Presidefit Sally Lamb, S
1st Vice Presidefiit Dave Saun-
ders, 2nd Vice Presideimt
Cathette Plumer, 3rd Vice
Presideni Sally Aungier,
Treasurefi Sue Alvis, and Sec-
retaryfi Celeste Crisman.
Awards presented at the An-
nual Meeting included the 2009
Legislator of the Year Award

presented to Congressman
Bob Goodlatte for his out-
standing service and dedication
not only to the horse industry,
but to all agricultural industries
across the nation. Deb Sensa-
baugh was awarded the 2009
Industry Service Award for
lifetime achievements in the
equine industry, and Joan Fer-
guson was awarded the 2009
Horseman of the Year Award
for lifetime achievements in the
equine industry. In particular,
she was recognized for her
dedication and work with the
Battlefield Equestrian Society at
Manassas National Battlefield

Park.

The Annual Meeting and Educa-
tional Seminar was sponsored
by the Virginia Horse Industry
Board, Virginia Maryland Re-
gional College of Veterinary
Medicine, Marion DuPont Scott
Equine Medical Center, Weller
and Associates Insurance,
Southern States and Virginia

Cooperative Extension.

Legislative Trail Ride 2009

VHC
Sponsors

Thank
You,
Sponsors,
for your
continued
support.




