MEMORANDUM 

To:
AHC Member Organizations
From:
The Unwanted Horse Coalition
Re:       
Help Spread the Word 
Date:   
October 30, 2008
 
 
The Unwanted Horse Coalition has been up and running under the auspices of the American Horse Council for almost two years now. We have successfully developed a number of resources including educational materials, a website, public service ads, and a message – “Own Responsibly.”
 
We need the help and support of all horse organizations to educate the horse industry about this issue. In these trying times, we need the horse industry to come together more than ever to help solve the problem of unwanted horses.    
 
The Coalition is asking all breed registries, equine organizations, state associations, individual horse owners and service providers to help us to spread the word to “Own Responsibly.”
 
Please help the UHC by taking the following actions:

· Passing out the UHC materials at your member events, annual conferences and other relevant places. The materials include the UHC brochure and flyer, which explain the Coalition and its activities, as well as a 30-page handbook on “Owning Responsibly.” The UHC will provide these materials for you. The materials are also downloadable from the UHC website.

· Adding the www.unwantedhorsecoalition.org link to your site along with our logo and/or banner. We have both a banner and a logo to provide you with.

· Include articles and filler ads about the UHC and its materials in your upcoming magazine issues and/or newsletters. We have articles and ads available for you; or we can help you write them.

· If you know of an organization that can be listed on our website as a facility that accepts horses, please let us know. As the number of unwanted horses seems to be increasing, the UHC needs more resources in order to help find homes for those horses.  Please encourage such facilities, including therapeutic riding programs, public stables, equestrian teams and clubs, universities, etc. to list themselves on the UHC website.
Help us to pass along these actions to your organizations members and encourage them to contact the UHC to ask how they can help spread the UHC to spread the word on “Owning Responsibly.”  


We ask that your organization designate a person to be responsible for working with the UHC to “Spread the Word” about the problem of the unwanted horse and the efforts of the UHC. Please let us know who that person is, so we can include them in our email distribution list for information. 
For all information and responses to this memo, please contact UHC Director Julia Andersen at jandersen@horsecouncil.org  or (202) 296-4031.

The success of the UHC mission will only strengthen with your added support. Thank you very much.   
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