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Welcome to Our
Newest Members
Lynn Ashby Custis

Pam Umberger
Mike and Janet Honaker

Olivia Blaylock

Annual Legislative
Appreciation Banquet

Hosted by the Virginia
Agribusiness Council

January 11, 2007
Arthur Ashe Center,

Richmond
�Governor, Lt. Governor

expected to attend
�Lots of  General Assembly

Members
�Virginia�s Finest�

Reception
� Elegant dinner buffet of

Virginia products
Table for Eight---$1,040

Legislative Sponsorship -$260
Individual Ticket - $130

Order Tickets and reserve
sponsorships by Dec. 31,
2006--804/643-3555 or

www.va-agribusiness.org

Message From the President

Happy Holidays to All!!!! I hope y�all enjoyed every
morsel of the Thanksgiving break and are ready for the festivities of
the Christmas/Hanukkah season.

Writing a ⁄President�s Message,§ especially as we are
about to embark on a new year is a daunting challenge.  How do I
properly acknowledge everyone who helped make 2006 a successful
year?  How do I challenge others to volunteer and help the Virginia
Horse Council with its unrelenting quest to improve our industry
and to expand the opportunities and places to ride?  Let�s begin by
acknowledging what our volunteers over the years successfully have
created in Virginia.

Your Horse Council has accomplished m uch for all
equestrians: We led the charge in obtaining the Equine Liability Act
and the Landowner�s Liability Act; We spearheaded the legislative
effort to create the Virginia Horse Industry Board, which allocates
monies towards research, education and ma rketing for our industry;
and we have sponsored 26 annual Legislative Trail Rides,
successfully introducing our General Assembly and their families to
the pleasures of horseback riding;

We recently began co-sponsoring the Annual Horse Forum,
along with the Virginia Thoroughbred Association, in order to bring
together disparate horse groups to debate the national and state
equine issues; We, along with the Farm Bureau and the Virginia
Agribusiness Council, devoted years of labor to finally bring about
the Feed Checkoff, in order to enhance funds devoted to education,
marketing and research; We helped successfully lobby for and
helped obtained funds for the Virginia Horse Center, the annual 4 -H
Horse Shows, expanding the Extension Service positions, improving
horse camping facilities in our State Parks, VPI�s College of
Agriculture and Veterinarian School, expanding horse racing
facilities/parlors, Therapeutic Riding programs, and many more
projects throughout the Commonwealth.  The VHC probably is well
known for its strong advocacy of the current Sunday Hunting laws,
(banning hunting on Sunday), protecting wildlife and the riders�
privilege of using the forests and woods for safe Sunday access.
(continued on p. 2)
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Points of Contact
Newsletter Editor

Carol Dawson, 804-462-9916, cdawson@rivnet.net.
Officers

President � Gene W. Hansen, 757-721-6736
ewhansen@hotmail.com
First Vice President � Dr. Jim Bowen, 540-552-6978
jmbowen@vt.edu
Second Vice President �  Cathette Plumer 804-370-8631,
Cathette@aol.com
Third Vice President - Heather Heider, 703-777-4811,
hheider@washingtonspaces.com
Secretary †Gail Stone-Bower, 804-377-9915,
mgail_stone@yahoo.com
Treasurer † Sue Alvis, 804-741-1482, whoaliljoe@aol.com

Standing Committees
Legislative Issues Chair † Patrick Mullins, 540-872-2523,
mullins2@ns.gemlink.com
Legislative Reception Chair � Cathette Plumer, 804-370-
8631, Cathette@aol.com
Legislative Trail Ride Co-Chair �  Heather Heider, 703-
777-4811, hheider@washingtonspaces.com
Legislative Trail Ride Co-Chair † Jeff Shoup, 703-754-
4981, jshoup@virginiahorsecouncil.org
Educational Advisor Celeste Crisman, 540-231-9162,
ccrisman@vt.edu
Trails Development Chair � Sally Aungier, 804-379-4421
saungier@mindspring.com
Youth Chair � Debbie Agnew, 804-550-1303,
dagnew@virginiahorsecouncil.org
Marketing Chair † Dr. Julia McCann, 540-544-7010,
jsmccann@vt.edu
Issues Chair � Dr. Tom Meacham 540-552-2063,
tmeacham@vt.edu
Membership Chair † Jeff Shoup, 703-754-4981,
jshoup@virginiahorsecouncil.org
Past President � Patrick Mullins, 540-872-2523
mullins2@ns.gemlink.com
Ex Officio † Andrea Heid, 804-786-5842,
andrea.heid@vdacs.virginia.gov
Virginia Horse Shows Association Representative
Beryl B. Herzog
804-449-6243 berylbherzog@aol.com

Regional Directors
Southeast
Janet Werndli, 757-340-4465, jfwerndli@att.net
Gene W. Hansen, 757-721-6736, ewhansen@hotmail.com
Northeast
Susan Seward, 757-866-8710, boxwoodstables@aol.com
Carol G. Dawson, 804-462-9916, cdawson@rivnet.net.
Northern
David Sanders, 703-222-2324, david@thesandersranch.com
Jeff Shoup, 703-754-4981, jshoup@virginiahorsecouncil.org
West Central
Bette Brand, 540-772-0798, Bbrand@AgFirst.com
Sue Hecht, 540-348-5779, vshecht@ntelos.net
East Central
David Lamb, 540-832-3350
Glenn Ritchey, 540-987-8564, gritchey@wildblue.net
South West
Dr. Jim Bowen, 540-552-6978, jmbowen@vt.edu
Eugene T. Stone, 276-930-2607, stone_gene@hotmail.com

Administrative Assistant
Keli Harold, 888-467-7382,
kharold@virginiahorsecouncil.org

Our advocacy has expanded to stress the need for
land conservation trusts and easements. No other
organization in Virginia has done more for
supporting and increasing trails and trail access
than has the VHC, and Sally Aungier, our Trails
Chairperson, did a remarkable job of brin ging
the Southeastern Trails Conference to Roanoke
this past year.

The needs continue, though, as we enter
2007. The National Animal Identification
System (NAIS) still looms as an unknown and
could threaten many recreational horse and small
farm owners.  Nicely, though, Pat Mullins
(VHC�s Legislative Affairs Chair) and I recently
were named to the State�s Working Group for
NAIS. The emotional Horse Slaughter
Prevention Act surely will surely be considered
again in the next Congress, and we will be a
voice for responsible horsemen.

 Education issues/programs remain key,
especially to the youth in our school systems.
Access to and expanding trails are necessary
ingredients to attracting vacation riders from
outside the state, which goes hand -in-glove with
agricultural conservation.  We need a new Trail
Guide‡ our last update and printing was five
years ago, and it would be great if members
could check the guide electronically, too.  We
need help to redesign our web site!! While the
links are wonderful, improving content and
layout are paramount.

The Legislative Trail Ride will occur at
Morven Park in Loudoun County this spring. We
know that Heather Heider and Jeff Shoup could
use help with their organization and fund -raising.
And speaking of the latter, no body really enjoys
fund-raising, but to accomplish the VHC goals
and objectives, we all need to identify and attract
sponsors. This past year, new sponsors included
the City of Virginia Beach, the City�s tourist
organization, and even their Hotel and Motel
Association, along with numerous individual
donors. The other groups you will see mentioned
on p. 5 of this newsletter remain bulwarks of
sponsorship dollars.

Certainly a special thanks goes out to
these organizations and to our dedicated
volunteers. The Virginia Horse Council needs
your talents!

(Continued on p. 3)
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  (President�s Message -- from p. 2)
Please consider joining the organization

and serving on a committee in 2007.  We
recently expanded the seats on our Board to
accommodate the enhanced numbers of tasks
which we have undertaken.  We need to fill
them!

Thanks for another successful year in
2006 and I hope to see many more of you on the
trails in 2007.  Have a safe holiday season.
Enjoy the Ride!!! - Gene Hansen

Shown at the March, 2006 Annual meeting in
Chantilly are (l to r) Heather Heider,

Third Vice President; Clinton Anderson, guest
speaker; Gene Hansen, VHC President and Pat

Mullins, past President.

Virginia Horse Council
Sets Dates for 2007
Annual Meeting

The Virginia Horse Council (VHC) is
moving forward with plans for its   2007 Annual
Meeting.  Mark your calendar: the meeting will
take place March 23-24 at the Wyndham Airport
Hotel in Richmond.

Friday evening will start off with a
reception, art exhibit, and the Annual  Awards
Presentation. (See accompanying story.)

Saturday will kick off in the early
morning with the VHC annual meeting ‡ which
is open to all. The formal meeting will be
followed by a series of informative sessions.

Speakers are still being scheduled, b ut
the keynote speaker will be Don Hoglund, DVM,
author of a new book entitled ⁄Nobody�s

Horses‡ The Dramatic Rescue of the Wild Herd
of White Sands.§ Hoglund details the efforts to
remove some 2,000 wild horses from the White
Sands Missile Base in New Mexico.

⁄Nobody�s Horses§ tells the dramatic
story of these noble horses� celebrated history,
their defiant survival, and their incredible
rescue‡ of how Nobody�s Horses became
Everybody�s Horses.  Hoglund sprinkles various
observations about horses‡ and people‡ from
his vast equine experience throughout the pages
of his book.

Watch the VHC website
(www.virginiahorsecouncil.org) for updates on
the 2007 meeting.  If you wish to reserve a hotel
room, contact the Wyndham Hotel near
Richmond Airport directly at 804 -226-4300 ($89
single/ $99 double).

Nominations Due for
Year End Awards

Each year the Virginia Horse Council
recognizes individuals, groups, and associations
who have made outstanding contribution s to the
Virginia horse industry, or whose
accomplishments have served to promote the
horse in our Commonwealth.

The VHC Awards Committee now asks
for nominations of such individuals, groups or
associations for 2007.

In the past we have recognized
Horseman of the Year, Volunteer of the Year,
Legislator of the Year, and Lifetime
Achievements and Special Recognitions.

Please send your nominations to Sue
Hecht, Awards Chairman, P.O. Box 57,
Brownsburg, VA. 24415, or by e -mail to
vshecht@ntelos.net.

We recognize our 2006 award recipients
on page 6.

www.virginiahorsecouncil.org
vshecht@ntelos.net
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VHC Calendar of Events
2007

January 17 † VHC board meeting
Richmond, 10 AM to 4 PM

January 18 † Legislative Day
General Assembly, 9 AM to 5 PM

Legislative Reception, Old City Hall,
Richmond, 5:30 PM to 8:00 PM

Virginia Forage and Grassland Council
Seminars

February 8 † Lexington
February 9 † Warrenton
February 10 † New Kent

March 23-24 † VHC Annual Meeting
Wyndham Airport Hotel, Richmond

May 11-13 † VHC Legislative Trail Ride,
Morven Park, Leesburg

Equine Survey Underway

As a member of Virginia�s horse
industry, you should have recently received a
questionnaire from the Virginia Field Office of
the National Agricultural Statistics Service
(NASS) seeking your input for the 2006
statewide Equine Survey.  Please complete those
questionnaires as soon as possible and return
them as indicated on the forms.

Your information is completely
confidential and cannot, by federal law, be
shared.

Questionnaires were mailed out last
month to the 28,000 individuals currently on the
Virginia Field Office list that was compiled with
input from the industry.  Following this first
mailing, postcard reminders are being sent.  A
second mailing and survey will be sent lat er this
month.  Staff will conduct phone follow -up in
January, the data will be collected and recorded
over the following months, and the final results
will be published in December 2007.

All responses are voluntary, but they are
vital to the success of the survey.  The survey is
only as good as the responses.  The results of this
survey will be used to impart to government
leaders and policy makers on all levels the

immense contributions of the horse industry to
the state�s economy. The next survey wi ll not be
conducted for another five years.

Note: This Equine Survey is an update
to the 2001 Virginia Equine Survey. It has no
connection to the proposed National Animal
Identification System (NAIS).  The information
is confidential.

If you have not received a survey or if
you have questions or concerns, please contact
Jason Jones, Jason__jones@nass.usda.gov  or call
800-772-0670.

Participants at the 2006 Legislative Trail Ride held at
Fort Storey, Virginia Beach are seen heading out for

hours of trail riding fun.

Morven Park to be Site of
2007 Legislative Trail Ride

The Virginia Horse Council�s annual
legislative Trail Ride will have an exciting venue
this coming year.  The ride will be at Morven
Park�s International Equestrian Center near
Leesburg, in Northern Virginia, May 11 -13,
2007.

Chairing this year�s ride is Heather
Heider, Third Vice President of the Horse
Council.  Her co-chair is Jeff Shoup, the Horse
Council�s membership chair.

 Heider and Shoup say plans are
underway for a good ride, and will include other
activities in connection with the match between
the U.S. Polo Team vs. England on May 12 at
Morven Park.

Jason__jones@nass.usda.gov
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Thanks to our Blue, Red, Yellow
and White Ribbon Sponsors!

The Virginia Horse Council�s Sponsorship program is a necessary and beneficial activity
for both the VHC and its sponsors. Our Blue Ribbon sponsors participate in the annual
Legislative Reception, the Legislative Trail Ride, and have their logos on our website, as well as
on our display boards when we participate in other events. Red, Yellow and White Ribbon
sponsors are also included in many of these benefits.  Please support and patronize our Sponsors!

For information on how to  become a Virginia Horse Council Sponsor, go to VHC�s web site,
www.virginiahorsecouncil.org, or contact the VHC office at 1 -888-467-7382.

www.virginiahorsecouncil.org

