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Working to keep the ride alive!
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Welcome to Our
Newest Members

Kimberly Beck
Melinda Freckleton, DVM

Jim Goad
Ginger Jabs

Barbara Learned
Karen Murphy &
Mark Wilson of

Blue Hill Enterprises, LLC
Debby Thomas

Fireworks Display at finale to
the America�s Cup of Polo

Message From the President

Summertime Reading

Bittersweet thoughts race through my mind as I sit in my
upstairs, air-conditioned, office writing this memorandum and
contemplating our disparate but wonderfull y exciting horse industry.
�Bittersweet?� you ask: �Why� Well, I�m nursing a broken fibula
(splint bone to equine enthusiasts) and a re -set sprained ankle now
loaded with titanium.  Like you, I anticipate riding often in the
summer and playing on my farm.   Sadly, it is not going to happen
this summer for me.  Perhaps I should have consulted the Marion
DuPont Scott Equine Medical Center earlier to deal with my
malady. Do you know that it was the first equine hospital in the
eastern United States to have a M agnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI)
system to diagnose bone and soft tissue injuries?

What else have I learned while moping around on crutches
this summer?  Well, it takes my Dell Computer 11/100ths of a
second to access a list of 684,000 �Equine News in Vir ginia� links.
Try it, and you will learn much.  That�s how I learned about the
MRI system in Leesburg.

I read Covertside�s July 2007 article on �Managing
Coyotes: Another Approach.�  Thought provoking, and it confirms
opinions from Virginia Wildlife, January, 2007, that biologists now
believe that prudently managing families (packs) of coyotes can
lessen the total coyote population, while wholesale slaughter
attempts actually may be increasing pack numbers.

From the Soil and Conservation Districts, I hav e read that
plenty of cost-share and tax credit schemes remain to provide
financial incentives for horse farms to practice better nutrient
management and to even convert cropland to pasture or hay land.
Check with your local Farm Service Agency or  your regional Soil
and Water Conservation District.

To enjoy your trail riding experience, always check the
Department of Conservation and Recreation�s website,
(VaParks.net) for parks that allow riding.  Also try Rockbridge
Hunt�s website, (rockbridgehunt.org.)

(see Summertime Reading �  on page two)
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Points of Contact
Newsletter Editor

Carol Dawson, 804-462-9916, cdawson@rivnet.net.
Officers

President � Gene W. Hansen, 757-721-6736
ewhansen@hotmail.com
First Vice President � Dr. Jim Bowen, 540-552-6978
jmbowen@vt.edu
Second Vice President �  Heather Heider, 703-777-4811,
hheider@washingtonspaces.com
Third Vice President Cathette Plumer 804-370-8631,

Cathette@aol.com
Secretary ‚ Gail Stone-Bower, 804-377-9915,
mgail_stone@yahoo.com
Treasurer ‚  Sue Alvis, 804-741-1482, whoaliljoe@aol.com

Standing Committees
Legislative Issues Chair ‚  Patrick Mullins, 540-872-2523,
mullins37@aol.com
Legislative Reception Chair � Cathette Plumer, 804-370-
8631, Cathette@aol.com
Legislative Trail Ride Chair 2008 ‚ Patrick Mullins, 540-
872-2523, Mullins37@aol.com
Legislative Trail Ride 2007 �  Heather Heider, 703-777-
4811, hheider@washingtonspaces.com
Educational Advisor Celeste Crisman, 540-231-9162,
ccrisman@vt.edu
Trails Development Chair � Sally Aungier, 804-379-9829
saungier@mindspring.com
Youth Chair � Debbie Agnew, 804-550-1303,
dagnew@virginiahorsecouncil.org
Marketing Chair ‚ Eugene T. Stone, 276-930-2607,
stone_gene@hotmail.com
Issues Chair � Dr. Tom Meacham 540-552-2063,
tmeacham@vt.edu
Development Co-Chairs ‚  Debbie Hanson, 757-334-6688

Dehans73@cox.net and Gail Stone-Bower, 804-377-9915,
mgail_stone@yahoo.com
Past President � Patrick Mullins, 540-872-2523
mullins37@aol.com
Ex Officio ‚  Andrea Heid, 804-786-5842,
andrea.heid@vdacs.virginia.gov
Virginia Horse Shows Association Representative
Beryl B. Herzog
804-449-6243 berylbherzog@aol.com

Regional Directors
Southeast
Janet Werndli, 757-640-2944, jfwerndli@cox.net
Gene W. Hansen, 757-721-6736, ewhansen@hotmail.com
Debbie Hanson, 757-334-6688, Dehans73@cox.net
Northeast
Susan Seward, 757-866-8710, boxwoodstables@aol.com
Carol G. Dawson, 804-462-9916, cdawson@rivnet.net.
Northern
David Sanders, 703-222-2324, david@thesandersranch.com
Jeff Shoup, 703-754-4981, jshoup@virginiahorsecouncil.org
West Central
Bette Brand, 540-772-0798, Bbrand@AgFirst.com
East Central
David Lamb, 540-832-3350
Glenn Ritchey, 540-987-8564, gritchey@wildblue.net
Tammie Minnick, 540-872-2404, tammieminnick@aol.com
South West
Dr. Jim Bowen, 540-552-6978, jmbowen@vt.edu
Eugene T. Stone, 276-930-2607, stone_gene@hotmail.com
Ron Frank 540-544-7471, rfrank@pemtel.net

Administrative Assistant
Keli Harold, 888-467-7382,
kharold@virginiahorsecouncil.org

Summertime Reading � from page one�
Choose among two dozen trail events

with lots of socializing, occurring between now
and Labor Day.  In October, by the way, we shall
hear from Governor Timothy Kaine about the
linking of some of our major trails in Virginia, to
unite Scenic Trails, the East Coast Greenway, the
Great Eastern Trails (formerly Atlantic Crest
Trails) and the Trans-Virginia Southern Trail
System (which will attempt to link Cumberland
Gap to the Chesapeake Bay).  We shall keep you
apprised of future announcements and public
meetings, but meanwhile, convince yourself to
attend any and all public meetings, in order to
ensure that horses are not excluded from these
ambitious projects.

I often use our own organization�s site
(VirginiaHorseCouncil.org) to reference events
and information. You will find twenty links to
equine periodicals, and a couple score of
miscellaneous and general information links.

Hmmm. . . I might even add one on
proper nutrition and eating habits that can
encourage rapid bone healing.  Can you tell that I
am bored?  I miss my horses. I hope you are  not
missing yours.  Enjoy your summer in the
saddle, or if you are like me, enjoy your summer
reading.

Gene Hansen

Gene Hansen (center) with VHC board members
Bette Brand and Cathette Plumer at the 2007
Legislative Trail Ride.
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VHC Hosts Lawmakers
At Legislative Trail Ride
& America�s Cup of Polo

The Virginia Horse Council�s months of
intense activity in planning its 2007 Legislative
Trail Ride culminated in an unforgettable
weekend.

Trail Boss David Lamb escorts two legislators
during the 2007 Ride.  Shown are Sen. Ed Houck
(District 17) and Sen. Emmett Hanger (District 24).

Trail Ride Chair Heather Heider pulled
out all the stops to make it a smash hit with
legislators, VHC members and distinguished
guests.

The dozen or so lawmakers who
accepted VHC�s invitation to ride enjoyed fine
weather and lovely scenery on their Friday
afternoon and Saturday morning rides on the
grounds of historic Morven Park in Leesburg.

That evening guests took part in a
barbeque picnic supper hosted by the Marion
DuPont Scott Equine Medical Center, enjoyed a
wonderful dance band, and an appearance by
prominent horseman David O�Connor.

The veterinarians at the Equine Medical
Center hosted informative tours of the medical
facility, and guests continued to enjoy the music
of the band "Cold Hard Cash" the rest of the
evening.

On Saturday morning, after another trail
ride, the participants were bussed to the polo
grounds at Morven Park�s Equestrian Center, for

the historic match between the U.S. and England.
(The Brits won.)

The afternoon ended with a
performance of the band �Journey,� and a grand
finale fireworks display.

Many congratulations went to organizer
Heather Heider for her creative programming
and attention to detail, and to new board member
Charlie Muldoon, head of Development at the
Morven Park Equestrian Center, who was the
star player on the U.S. Polo Team.

VHC President Gene Hansen thanked
all the volunteers and sponsors who made the
2007 ride  �an outstanding su ccess.�

Don�t miss the photos on page four for
a full flavor of the Trail Ride events.

Fifth Annual Equine Forum Set
for July 16 at Medical Center

For the fifth year, the Virginia Horse
Council and the Virginia Thoroughbred
Association will conduct the Virginia Equine
Forum, this time at the Marion Dupont Scott
Equine Medical Center in Leesburg July 16.

Jay Hickey of the American Horse
Council will be on hand to give an overall
national update to the group. Other issues to be
addressed include the Feed Check-off funds
update, the Virginia Equine Survey, the Virginia
Equine Ambassadors Program, and VHC�s 2007
Legislative Report and 2008 Legislative Agenda.

VHC Calendar of Events
2007

July 16 ‚ Virginia Equine Forum ‚  Marion
DuPont Scott Equine Medical Center, Leesburg,

-- 10AM
July 19 ‚  22 ‚ Southeastern Equestrian Trails

Conference ‚  Knoxville, Tennessee
July 26-29- American Quarter Horse

Association Region 5 Experience,  Virginia
Horse Center, Lexington, VA.

Sept, 27- Oct. 7 ‚ State Fair of Virginia
Virginia Raceway Complex

Oct. 26-28 ‚ Virginia Equine Extravaganza
Richmond Raceway Complex
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A Horseman’s Holiday!
Scenes from the 2007 LTR
& America’s Cup of Polo

Bette
Brand,
Chief
Sales

Officer of
Farm

Credit of
the

Virginias
enjoys the
social life

at the
America�s

Cup of
Polo

Match.
Bette is a
long time

VHC
member

and board member and was also an energetic
volunteer at the Trail Ride weekend

 Trail
Ride
Chair
Heather
Heider
enjoys a
light
moment
at the
Polo
Match
with Del.
William
Janis
(House
District
56.)

.

VHC board members Debbie Hanson,
Gene Hansen (President) and Glenn
Ritchey at the Friday night Barbeque

Del. Chris Jones (House District
76) brought his daughter to the
Polo Match

VHC board member Ron Frank and wife Nancy
are all decked out with
badges to attend the
America�s Cup festivities.


